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Smart Beta meets Macro
➤ cheap downside protection

§ G iven all the uncerta inty around the Fed’s M arch rate h ike &  R ussia / 
U kraine, prudent equity investors w ill be on the look out for cheap 

defensive hedges. 

§ Low  Vol p lays are often seen as an integral part of a sm art beta 
approach. The constituents of ETFs like iShares’ U SM V are typically 

cash flow  positive, have healthy balance sheets &  together they are 
seen as a defensive strategy that outperform s during draw dow ns.

§ U SM V’s profile  is s im ilar to several of Q i’s equity m odels. R ecently
back into regim e (m odel confidence up 42%  over the last m onth to 

70%  now ) w ith a driver m ix that show s a desire for reflation, low risk
aversion, tight credit spreads & low real y ie lds.

§ W hat is noticeable w ith U S M in Vol though is the recent m ove low er 
has diverged from m acro fair value – the red line above w hich is

tracking sidew ays. That d ivergence has opened up a -0.75 sigm a (-

2.2% ) Fair Value G ap. 

§ That FVG , w hilst not extrem e, is getting tow ards the w ide end of 

recent ranges. In fact, U SM V has only been in regim e &  th is cheap to 
m odel 13 tim es since January 2009. The h it rate on that as a buy 

signal is 84.6%  for an  average return  of +2.4% .

§ H istory never repeats. But, a ligned w ith Q i’s fram ew ork, it does

generate interesting hedging ideas for the age old d ilem m a of how  to 
find cheap dow nside protection for your asset a llocation m ix.

https://analytics.quant-insight.com/models/USMV?term=long+term&tab=macro-overview


D IS C L A IM E R  A N D  T E R M S  O F  U S E :

B y  u s in g  a n y  s e r v ic e /p r o d u c t /c o n te n t  d e v e lo p e d  b y  Q u a n t  In s ig h t  L im i te d  ( “ Q I”  o r  “ W e ” )  a n d  d e l iv e r e d  th r o u g h  th e  Q I  w e b s i te  o r  o v e r  e m a i l  o r  a n y  o th e r  d e l iv e r y  m o d e  o n  

w h ic h  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s  a p p e a r  ( e a c h ,  a  “ S e r v ic e ”  o r  c o l le c t iv e ly ,  “ S e r v ic e s ” ) ,  y o u  th e  r e c ip ie n t  o f  th e  S e r v ic e  ( “ Y o u ” o r  th e  “ R e c ip ie n t ”  h e r e a f te r ) ,  a g r e e  to  b e  

b o u n d  b y  a l l  o f  th e  te r m s  in  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s .  Y o u  m a y  w is h  to  p r in t  a n d  k e e p  a  c o p y  o f  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s . W e m a y  c h a n g e  th e  te r m s  in  th e s e  T e r m s  

a n d  C o n d i t io n s  a t  a n y  t im e  a n d  s u c h  c h a n g e s  w i l l  b e  b in d in g  o n  Y o u  i f  Y o u  c o n t in u e  to  u s e  a  S e r v ic e  a f te r  w e  h a v e  n o t i f ie d  Y o u  ( b y  e m a i l ,  o n  a  S e r v ic e ,  o r  b y  a n y  o th e r  
m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  Y o u  o b ta in  s u c h  n o t ic e )  th a t  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  th e  te r m s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  Y o u  s h o u ld  r e v ie w  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s  e a c h  t im e  w e  n o t i fy  Y o u  th a t  w e  h a v e  

c h a n g e d  th e  te r m s .  Q I  m a y  d is c o n t in u e  o r  c h a n g e  a n y  S e r v ic e ,  o r  i ts  a v a i la b i l i ty  to  Y o u ,  a t  a n y  t im e .  T h e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s a r e  p e r s o n a l  to  Y o u ,  a n d  Y o u  m a y  n o t  

d e le g a te  Y o u r  o b l ig a t io n s  u n d e r  th e m  to  a n y o n e .  I f  a n y  p r o v is io n  in  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s  is  in v a l id  o r  u n e n fo r c e a b le  u n d e r a p p l ic a b le  la w ,  th e  r e m a in in g  p r o v is io n s  w i l l  
c o n t in u e  in  fu l l  fo r c e  a n d  e f fe c t .  T h e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s ,  Y o u r  o b l ig a t io n s ,  a n d  a l l  a c t io n s  c o n te m p la te d  b y  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d C o n d i t io n s  s h a l l  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  th e  la w s  o f  

E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s ,  a s  i f  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s  w e r e  a  c o n t r a c t  w h o l ly  e n te r e d  in to  a n d  w h o l ly  p e r fo r m e d  w i th in  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s .  B y  u s in g  a  S e r v ic e ,  Y o u  

r e p r e s e n t ,  w a r r a n t  a n d  c o v e n a n t  th a t  Y o u  ( i f  Y o u  a r e  a n  in d iv id u a l )  a r e  a t  le a s t  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  c a n  fo r m  le g a l ly  b in d in g  c o n t r a c ts ,  a n d  ( i f  a p p l ic a b le )  a r e  th e  a u th o r iz e d  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  e n t i ty  th a t  is  a g r e e in g  to  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  C o n d i t io n s .  T h e  S e r v ic e s  a r e  n o t  d e s ig n e d  fo r  u s e  b y  in d iv id u a ls  u n d e r  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  u s e  b y  s u c h  

in d iv id u a ls  is  n o t  p e r m i t te d .  Y o u  a g r e e  to  k e e p  Y o u r  lo g in  d e ta i ls  p r iv a te  a n d  n o t  to  s h a r e  Y o u r  u s e r  id  w i th  a n y b o d y  e ls e .  H y p e r l in k s :  F o r  th e  d i r e c t  o r  in d i r e c t  l in k s  to  e x te r n a l  

w e b s i te s  ( “ h y p e r l in k s ” ) ,  w h ic h  l ie  o u ts id e  o u r  c o n t r o l ,  Q I  d is c la im s  a n y  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  o r  l ia b i l i ty  a s  to  s u c h  c o n te n t .  Q I  e x p r e s s ly  d e c la r e s  th a t  n o  i l le g a l  c o n te n t  w a s  id e n t i f ie d  

o n  th e  l in k e d  p a g e s  a t  th e  t im e  o f  s e t t in g  th e  l in k s  a n d  Q I  h a s  n o  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  d e s ig n ,  c o n te n t  o r  a u th o r s h ip  o f  th e  l in k e d  p a g e s .  D a ta  P r o te c t io n :  A l l  p e r s o n a l  u s e r  d a ta  
c o l le c te d  h e r e  w i l l  o n ly  b e  s to r e d  a n d  u s e d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v id in g  u s e r  p r o d u c ts  a n d  s e r v ic e s .  Q I  e n s u r e s  th a t  th is  d a ta  w i l l  b e  h a n d le d  in  a  c o n f id e n t ia l  m a n n e r ,  in  

c o n fo r m i ty  w i th  Q I ’s  P r iv a c y  P o l ic y .  N o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  fo r e g o in g ,  h o w e v e r ,  Q I  c a n n o t  e n s u r e  o r  w a r r a n t  th e  s e c u r i ty  o f  a n y  p e r s o n a l  u s e r  d a ta .  

L IM IT A T IO N S  O N  U S E  T h e  c o n te n t  a v a i la b le  th r o u g h  e a c h  S e r v ic e  is  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  Q I  a n d  is  p r o te c te d  b y  in te l le c tu a l  p r o p e r ty la w s .  S u c h  c o n te n t  m a y  in c lu d e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  

s tu d ie s ,  a n a ly s e s ,  s to r ie s ,  to o ls ,  c a lc u la to r s  a n d  o th e r  i te m s  d is p la y e d  o n  th e  S e r v ic e .  C o n te n t  r e c e iv e d  th r o u g h  a  S e r v ic e  m a y  b e  d is p la y e d ,  r e fo r m a t te d ,  a n d  p r in te d  fo r  Y o u r  

p e r s o n a l ,  n o n - c o m m e r c ia l  u s e  o n ly .  Y o u  a g r e e  n o t  to  r e p r o d u c e ,  r e t r a n s m it ,  d is t r ib u te ,  d is s e m in a te ,  s e l l ,  p u b l is h ,  b r o a d c a s t  o r  c i r c u la te  th e  c o n te n t  r e c e iv e d  th r o u g h  a  
S e r v ic e  to  a n y o n e ,  in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to  o th e r s  in  th e  s a m e  c o m p a n y  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  w i th o u t  th e  e x p r e s s  p r io r  w r i t te n c o n s e n t  o f  Q I .  Y o u  m a y  n o t  p o s t  a n y  c o n te n t  f r o m  

a n y  S e r v ic e  to  n e w s g r o u p s ,  m a i l  l is ts  o r  e le c t r o n ic  b u l le t in  b o a r d s  w i th o u t  th e  p r io r  w r i t te n  c o n s e n t  o f  Q I .  Y o u  m a y  n o t  u s e  a n y o f  th e  d a ta  o n  a  S e r v ic e  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  

is s u a n c e ,  t r a d in g ,  m a r k e t in g  o r  p r o m o t io n  o f  in v e s tm e n t  p r o d u c ts  ( e .g . ,  d e r iv a t iv e s ,  s t r u c tu r e d  p r o d u c ts ,  in v e s tm e n t  fu n d s ,  in v e s tm e n t  p o r t fo l io s ,  e tc . ,  w h e r e  th e  p r ic e ,  r e tu r n  

a n d /o r  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f  th e  in v e s tm e n t  p r o d u c t  is  b a s e d  o n  o r  r e la te d  to  o u r  d a ta ) ,  n o r  m a y  Y o u  u s e  s u c h  d a ta  a s  th e  b a s is  o f  a f in a n c ia l  in s t r u m e n t ,  w i th o u t  a  s e p a r a te  w r i t te n  
a g r e e m e n t  w i th  Q I  a n d  a n y  o f  o u r  a p p l ic a b le  L ic e n s o r s .  E x c e p t  a s  m a y  b e  p e r m i t te d  a b o v e ,  Y o u  a g r e e  n o t  to  c o p y ,  m o d i fy ,  r e fo r m a t ,  d o w n lo a d ,  s to r e ,  r e p r o d u c e ,  r e p r o c e s s ,  

t r a n s m it  o r  r e d is t r ib u te  a n y  d a ta  o r  in fo r m a t io n  fo u n d  o n  a n y  S e r v ic e  o r  u s e  a n y  s u c h  d a ta  o r  in fo r m a t io n  in  a  c o m m e r c ia l  e n te r p r is e  w i th o u t  o b ta in in g  o u r  p r io r  w r i t te n  

c o n s e n t .  R e s e a r c h  U s e  O n ly  T h e  c o n te n t  o n  e a c h  S e r v ic e  is  p r o v id e d  fo r  in fo r m a t io n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p u r p o s e s  o n ly ,  a s  o f  th e  d a te a n d  t im e  p r o v id e d ,  a n d  is  s u b je c t  to  c h a n g e  
w i th o u t  n o t ic e .  S e r v ic e  c o n te n t  is  n o t  in te n d e d  to  b e  a n  o f fe r ,  o r  th e  s o l ic i ta t io n  o f  a n y  o f fe r ,  to  b u y  o r  s e l l  a n y  in v e s tm e n t  p r o d u c t  in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to  s e c u r i t ie s .  S e r v ic e  

c o n te n t ,  in c lu d in g  a n y  in fo r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  p r ic in g  o f ,  o r  fa c to r s  a f fe c t in g ,  a n y  c u r r e n c ie s ,  s e c u r i t ie s ,  in d ic e s ,  f in a n c ia l  in s t r u m e n ts  o r  a n y  o th e r  a s s e ts  w h a ts o e v e r ,  d o e s  

n o t  c o n s t i tu te  a n y  k in d  o f  a d v ic e ,  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o r  s o l ic i ta t io n  a n d  m a y  n o t  b e  r e l ie d  o n  in  r e la t io n  to  a n y  p u r c h a s e  o r  s a le  o f  a n y  s e c u r i ty ,  p r o d u c t  o r  in v e s tm e n t  o f  a n y  k in d  
o r  a n y  in v e s tm e n t  d e c is io n  o r  s t r a te g y .  Q I  m a k e s  n o  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  a s  to  th e  s u i ta b i l i ty  o f  th e  S e r v ic e s  fo r  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  p u r p o s e .  T h e  s e r v ic e  c o n te n t  d o e s  n o t  ta k e  in to  

a c c o u n t  th e  in d iv id u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  o b je c t iv e s  o r  n e e d s  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  a n d  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i tu te  a n y  k in d  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  th a t  a n y  f in a n c ia l  in s t r u m e n t  is  s u i ta b le  o r  

a p p r o p r ia te  fo r  a n y  p e r s o n .  T o  th e  e x te n t  th a t  th e  s e r v ic e  c o n te n t  c o n ta in s  a n y  o p in io n  a s  to  th e  p r ic in g  o f ,  o r  fa c to r s  a f fe c t in g ,  a n y  in s t r u m e n t  o r  in v e s tm e n t  o f  a n y  k in d ,  i t  

s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t  s u c h  o p in io n  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  fo r m e d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  in fo r m a t io n  m a d e  a v a i la b le  to  Q I  b y  th i r d  p a r t ie s ,  th e  a c c u r a c y  o f  w h ic h  is  o u ts id e  Q I ’s  
c o n t r o l ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  in d e p e n d e n t ly  v e r i f ie d ,  a n d  a s  to  w h ic h  Q I  a c c e p ts  n o  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o r  l ia b i l i ty .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  a n y  s u c h  o p in io n  m a y  a l r e a d y  b e  o u t - o f - d a te  w h e n  v ie w e d  

b y  th e  r e c ip ie n t .  Q I  a c c e p ts  n o  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  u p d a te  th e  in fo r m a t io n  a t  a n y  t im e ,  e v e n  in  r e la t io n  to  m a te r ia l  fa c ts  k n o w n  to  Q I .  In  a d d i t io n ,  a n y  s u c h  o p in io n  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  

fo r m e d  o n ly  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  c e r ta in  fa c to r s  d e te r m in e d  b y  Q I .  T h e  o p in io n  m a y  b e  d i f fe r e n t  i f  th e r e  a r e  m a te r ia l  fa c to r s  th a t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d .  In  
p a r t ic u la r ,  th e  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f  a n y  in v e s tm e n t  m a y  b e  a f fe c te d  b y  m ic r o  fa c to r s  r e la te d  to  th a t  in v e s tm e n t  w h ic h  a r e  c o m p le te ly  u n k n o w n  to  Q I  a n d  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  

in to  a c c o u n t  in  r e la t io n  to  a n y  o p in io n  th a t  m a y  b e  e x p r e s s e d .  A n y  o p in io n  in  th e  s e r v ic e  c o n te n t  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  fo r m e d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  h is to r ic  m a c r o  fa c to r s  a n d  p r o je c t io n s  

o f  fu tu r e  p e r fo r m a n c e  b y  r e fe r e n c e  to  h is to r ic  fa c to r s .  In  p r a c t ic e ,  p a s t  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  fa c to r s  m a y  n o t  c o n s t i tu te  a  r e l ia b le in d ic a to r  o f  fu tu r e  p e r fo r m a n c e .  N o  R e v e r s e  
E n g in e e r in g  T h e  s y s te m s  u s e d  b y  Q I  to  p r o v id e  a  S e r v ic e  a r e  p r o p r ie ta r y  a n d  c o n f id e n t ia l ,  in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to  th e  c o m p u te r  h a r d w a r e  a n d  s o f tw a r e  th e  S e r v ic e  r u n s  

o n .  A n y  s y s te m  fo r  a  S e r v ic e  p r o v id e d  b y  Q I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a n a ly s e d ,  d e c o m p i le d ,  o r  r e v e r s e  e n g in e e r e d ,  n o r  s h o u ld  Y o u  c a u s e  a  th i r d  p a r ty  to  a n a ly s e ,  d e c o m p i le ,  o r  r e v e r s e  

e n g in e e r  th e  s a m e  fo r  a n y  p u r p o s e .  

D IS C L A IM E R  O F  L IA B IL IT Y  A N D  W A R R A N T IE S  Q I  A N D  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  A N D  L IC E N S O R S  C A N N O T  A N D  D O  N O T  W A R R A N T  T H E  A C C U R A C Y , 

C O M P L E T E N E S S  O R  T IM E L IN E S S  O F  T H E  C O N T E N T  A V A IL A B L E  T H R O U G H  A N Y  S E R V IC E .  N E IT H E R  Q I  N O R  A N Y  O F  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  O R  L IC E N S O R S  

S H A L L  B E  L IA B L E  T O  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  O R  A N Y O N E  E L S E  F O R  A N Y  L O S S  O R  IN J U R Y  C A U S E D  IN  W H O L E  O R  P A R T  B Y  U S E  O F  A  S E R V IC E .  IN  N O  E V E N T  W IL L  Q I ,  
IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  O R  L IC E N S O R S  B E  L IA B L E  T O  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  O R  A N Y O N E  E L S E  F O R  A N Y  D E C IS IO N  M A D E  O R  A C T IO N  T A K E N  B Y  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  IN  

R E L IA N C E  O N  S U C H  C O N T E N T  O R  A N Y  S E R V IC E .  Q I  A N D  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  A N D  L IC E N S O R S  S H A L L  N O T  B E  L IA B L E  T O  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  O R  A N Y O N E  

E L S E  F O R  D A M A G E S  O F  A N Y  K IN D  ( IN C L U D IN G , W IT H O U T  L IM IT A T IO N , L O S T  P R O F IT S  O R  D A T A ,  D IR E C T ,  C O N S E Q U E N T IA L ,  S P E C IA L ,  IN C ID E N T A L ,  IN D IR E C T ,  
O R  A N Y  O T H E R  D A M A G E S )  F R O M  T H E  R E C IP IE N T ’S  U S E  O F  A  S E R V IC E  E V E N  IF  A D V IS E D  O F  T H E  P O S S IB IL IT Y  O F  S U C H  D A M A G E S  A N D  R E G A R D L E S S O F

T H E  C A U S E  O F  A C T IO N . T O  T H E  E X T E N T  S U C H  D IS C L A IM E R  O F  D A M A G E S  IS  N O T  E F F E C T IV E  U N D E R  A P P L IC A B L E  L A W , T H E  E N T IR E  A G G R E G A T E  L IA B IL IT Y  

T O  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  O F  Q I ,  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  O R  L IC E N S O R S  W IL L  B E  L IM IT E D  T O  T H E  F E E S ,  IF  A N Y ,  T H E  R E C IP IE N T  P A ID  T O  Q I  F O R A C C E S S  T O  T H E  

S E R V IC E  T H A T  G A V E  R IS E  T O  S U C H  L IA B IL IT Y .  E A C H  S E R V IC E  A N D  A L L  S E R V IC E  C O N T E N T  IS  P R O V ID E D  “ A S  IS ”  A N D  Q I  A N D  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S , A G E N T S  A N D  
L IC E N S O R S  D IS C L A IM  A L L  E X P R E S S  A N D  IM P L IE D  W A R R A N T IE S  W IT H  R E S P E C T  T O  T H E  S E R V IC E ,  IN C L U D IN G  B U T  N O T  L IM IT E D  T O  M E R C H A N T A B IL IT Y ,

F IT N E S S  F O R  A N Y  P A R T IC U L A R  P U R P O S E  A N D  N O N - IN F R IN G E M E N T  O F  A N Y  S E R V IC E  C O N T E N T ,  A N D  T H A T  A  S E R V IC E  W IL L  B E  A V A IL A B L E ,  F R E E  F R O M  

E R R O R S , V IR U S E S  O R  O T H E R  H A R M F U L  C O M P O N E N T S . A N Y  C O N T E N T  Q I  A N D  IT S  A F F IL IA T E S ,  A G E N T S  A N D  L IC E N S O R S  P R O V ID E  IS  T O  B E  U S E D  B Y
R E C IP IE N T S  IN  A C C O R D A N C E  W IT H  A L L  A P P L IC A B L E  L A W S , A N D  T H E  R E C IP IE N T S  W IL L  B E  S O L E L Y  R E S P O N S IB L E  F O R  A N Y  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  D E R IV E D

F R O M  A N Y  U S E  O F  C O N T E N T  IN C L U D IN G , B U T  N O T  L IM IT E D  T O ,  U S E  T H A T  R E S U L T S  IN  T O R T  O R  C R IM IN A L  L IA B IL IT Y .  

T h e  R e c ip ie n t  a g r e e s  to  in d e m n i fy ,  d e fe n d  a n d  h o ld  h a r m le s s  Q I ,  i ts  s u b s id ia r ie s  a n d  a f f i l ia te s  a n d  th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  o f f ic e r s ,  d i r e c to r s ,  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  a g e n ts  f r o m  a n y  c la im ,  

c o s t ,  e x p e n s e ,  ju d g m e n t  o r  o th e r  lo s s  r e la t in g  to  Y o u r  u s e  o f  th e  S e r v ic e  a n d ,  w i th o u t  l im i ta t io n  o f  th e  fo r e g o in g ,  a n y  a c t io n  Y o u  ta k e  th a t  is  in  v io la t io n  o f  th e s e  T e r m s  a n d  

C o n d i t io n s .  T h e  fa i lu r e  o f  Q I  to  e x e r c is e  o r  e n fo r c e  a n y  r ig h t  o r  p r o v is io n  o f  th e s e  te r m s  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s t i tu te  a  w a iv e r  o f  s u c h r ig h t  o r  p r o v is io n .  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  A p p l ic a b le  

L a w :  A n y  d is p u te s  r e la te d  to  th e  a c c e s s  a n d  u s e  o f  th e  s e r v ic e  s h a l l  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  a n d  in te r p r e te d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  L a w s  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s .
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